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Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

Need for an egalitarian nation: Kalam 

SAS NAGAR: “I want to see India as a nation where the rural and urban divide reduces to thin line by 2020,” said 

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India. He was addressing students during the convocation of Chandigarh 

group of Colleges, Landran campus, on Thursday.  

GURPREET 

SINGH/HT Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, former President, awarding a degree to a student during the convocation 

at Chandigarh Group of Colleges, Landran, near SAS Nagar, on Thursday.  

He said, “By the year 2020, we need to develop a nation with an equitable distribution and adequate access to 

energy and quality water.”  

Addresing the students, Kalam said, we need integrated action for the development of India and we had identified five 

areas where India had a core competence for integrated action, including agriculture and food processing, education 

and healthcare, information and communication technology, reliable and quality electricity and surface transport and 

infrastructure for all parts of the country. These five areas were inter-related and if progressed in a coordinated way, 

would lead to economical and national security, he added.  

He stressed on self-reliance in critical technologies. He underlined the significance of PURA (Providing Urban Amenities 

in Rural Areas), saying that it meant creation of physical, electronic and knowledge connectivity to lead to economic 

connectivity of the rural India.  

CGC might take an initiative by implementing one such project around SAS Nagar for developing a cluster of 50 to 100 

villages by utilising the potential of students of their college, he added.  

Dr Kalam conferred degrees on engineering, pharmacy, hotel management, bio-technology, BEd, MCA and MBA 

students of CGC, Landran and Gharuan campus. As many as 58 university toppers were given gold, silver and bronze 
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medals, during the function. Chandigarh Group of Colleges, Landran, chairman, Satnam Singh Sandhu and CGC president 

Rashpal Singh Dhaliwal presented a model of Golden Temple, Amritsar to Dr Kalam 

 

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

IIT-INDORE’S NEW COURSES GET OVERWHELMING RESPONSE 

GOOD START 

M Tech programmes get more than 4,800 applications 

INDORE: For the two dozen seats in the new postgraduate courses that Indian Institute of Technology, Indore, 

would begin this year, thousands of applications have poured in.  

The response has been “overwhelming,” for the two new M Tech courses, said N Jain, dean academics. “We have 

received 2,800 applications for the communication and signal engineering course and more than 2,000 for the 

production and industrial engineering course,” Jain said.  

IIT-I had invited the applications online and there is no registration fee for it. The students will be selected on the basis 

on their past academic records, Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE) score and if required the institute would 

conduct an interview and a written test.  

“The head of the respective departments are looking into the applications. It is a rigorous process. There are certain 

parameters based on which applications are sorted,” the dean said. The applications were invited in February and were 

taken in till March 31. “We would declare the result by May 15,” the professor said.  

“We were certain that the courses would attract many students and it was expected that we would get a good response 

from them,” said Pradeep Mathur, director, IIT-I. “We have plans to have new courses in the future and to have more 

students in Phd. But the space constraint is a big factor that is preventing us from having more students on the campus.”  

The institute is running B Tech courses with 600 students and Phd. The classes are held at a temporary campus, 

a building provided by Pithampur Auto Cluster Limited in Mhow.  

 

 


